
MAKING 
PARITY 
REAL
Help shape the future of 
addiction and mental health 
treatment in Wisconsin.

Friday, March 5 
 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Northcentral
 Technical College,         	
 Building E, Room 101
 1000 W. Campus Dr., Wausau

In the U.S. and Wisconsin, we’re moving rapidly toward 
parity—health insurance benefits for addiction and mental 
health treatment that equal those for physical medical care. 
But parity doesn’t mean that people will actually get the 
treatment they need. This symposium will assess the state 
policy challenges we face in delivering these services in 
Wausau and northcentral Wisconsin.

Making Parity Real is a moderated dialogue among northcentral 
Wisconsin stakeholders—providers, advocates, the recovery 
community, consumers and law enforcement officials—and will 
include breakout sessions, and updates on parity legislation 
and regulations. 

Discussion will explore:

The quantity, cultural competency and location of providers.•	
The adequacy of public and private funding sources.•	
The ability of non-medical providers to administer treatment.•	
Strategies to reduce stigma.•	
Other non-financial barriers to receiving treatment services.•	

We are eager to hear your ideas about how to provide improved 
coverage, access and outcomes for Wisconsinites seeking mental 
health and addiction care. 

www.MakingParityReal.org

What State Policy Changes 
Will Improve Our Addiction 
and Mental Health System?

Participants are:

Rep. Donna Seidel (D-Wausau)•	
Rep. Sandy Pasch (D-Whitefish Bay)•	
Ron Alexander, •	 Treatment Instead of Prison
Gary Bezucha, FACHE, •	 North Central 
Health Care
Aekta Dassow, •	 Aspirus Wausau Hospital 
Behavioral Health Services
Melissa Dotter,•	  Marathon County Health 
Department, Drug Free Communities
Sandy Grass,•	  Treatment Instead of Prison
Jeff Hardel,•	  Wausau Police Department
Rick Humphreys, •	 NAMI-Northwoods
Edward Krall, MD, MS, •	 Marshfield Clinic
David R. Riemer, •	 Community Advocates
Joan Theurer, •	 Marathon County 
Health Department
Sheila Weix, •	 Saint Joseph’s Hospital
Laura Yarie, •	 Marathon County 
Health Department
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